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Welcome to God’s House

The first candle on the Advent wreath has been called the candle of hope. It’s come 
to be one of the main themes of the Advent season. It’s also come to symbolize 

the many Old Testament prophecies about the promised 
Messiah. These Old Testament prophecies gave light and hope 
to a world lost in the darkness of sin and despair. As dark and 
hopeless as the world seemed at times, there was hope and 
light in the promises of the coming Christ. The Advent season 

fills us with the same hope and anticipation as we long for the fulfillment of 
God’s promise of a Savior and say… “Come, Lord Jesus!”

Opening Hymn     Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus - HYFRYDOL

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.
Israel's strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth thou art,
Dear desire of ev'ry nation, Joy of ev'ry longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver; born a child and yet a king!
Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne.

Opening Dialogue
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M: The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last.
C: Amen.
M: It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
C: to sing praise to your name, O Most High,

M: to herald your love in the morning,
C: your truth at the close of day.

M: I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits,
C: and in his word I put my hope.

M: I wait for the Lord
C: more than watchmen wait for the morning,

M: Israel, put your hope in the Lord, for with the Lord is unfailing love and with
him is full redemption.

C: He himself will redeem Israel from all their sins.

M: Be strong. Do not be afraid.
C: Our God will come to save us.

M: Jesus Christ is the light of the world,
C: The light no darkness can overcome.

M: Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,
C: And the day is almost over.

M: Be our light and scatter the darkness,
C: And hear our evening hymn of praise....

Song of Praise          All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night   CW #592:1 & 3

All praise to thee, my God, this night 



For all the blessings of the light.
Keep me, oh, keep me, King of kings, 
Beneath thine own almighty wings.
Forgive me, Lord, for thy dear Son 
The ill that I this day have done,
That with the world, myself, and thee 
I, ere I sleep, at peace may be.

When in the night I sleepless lie, 
My soul with heav’nly thoughts supply;
Let no ill dreams disturb my rest, 
No pow’rs of darkness me distress.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Prayer

M: Lord God, you make us glad with the expectation of the coming of your one
and only Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. Grant that we, who with joy receive 
him as our Redeemer, may without fear behold him when he will come to 
be our Judge, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.

C: Amen.

Hymn         Come, O Precious Ransom, Come   CW #8:1-2

Come, O precious Ransom, come,
Only Hope for sinful mortals!
Come, O Savior of the world!
Open are to you all portals.



Come, your beauty let us view;
Anxiously we wait for you.

Enter now my waiting heart,
Glorious King and Lord most holy.
Dwell in me and ne’er depart,
Though I am but poor and lowly.
Ah, what riches will be mine
When you are my guest divine!

Devotion                                          Romans 15:12

12 And again, Isaiah says,
“The Root of Jesse will spring up,

     one who will arise to rule over the nations;
     in him the Gentiles will hope.”

Offering

Prayer of the Church for Advent

M: King of grace and Lord of glory, our hope is in your drawing near and our 
renewal is in the promise of your coming.   

C: We are surrounded by turmoil, trauma and peril. Alone we are helpless 
and by ourselves we are lost.  

M: The devil, the world, and our own sinful nature often overpower us and we 
lose hope as we give in to their attacks and temptations.

C: Yet your Word promises that you are coming.
 



M: Come quickly, Lord Jesus. When we are troubled by our sins, terrified by 
those secret sins only we are aware of, remind us that you sent your Son to 
redeem us from sin. 

C: Let this good news be our joy and strength. Use it to cheer us when we 
are lonely, encourage us when we are fearful, and give us hope when we
are despairing. 

M: We take heart at the distant sounds of your coming to destroy all threats to
our peace, our hope and our happiness.

C: Herein is hope for all, for us and every Christian, that you, the promised
Savior, are coming, and our redemption is drawing near.  

Lord’s Prayer

M: We pray in your name, Lord, and as you taught: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen.

Blessing

M: May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so 
that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

C: We wait with hope. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 

Closing Hymn          Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers   CW #7:1 & 4

Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear;



The evening is advancing, and darker night is near.
The Bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh.
Up, pray and watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry.

Arise, Desire of nations; O Jesus, now appear,
The Hope and Expectation of ev’ry Christian here.
With hearts and hands uplifted we plead, O Lord, to see
The day of earth’s redemption that sets your people free.

Announcements

Thanks to Barb Olsen for serving as our organist this evening.

Thanks to the Ladies’ Aid for preparing and serving the delicious soup supper 
this evening as well as everyone who brought desserts. 

You’re invited to join us for the second Sunday of Advent tomorrow night or on 
Sunday at the regular times. 

Decorating Day   This Sunday after the late service we plan to decorate the trees 
and the church and the entryway for Christmas. Decorations are ready to go and 
both trees will be up…it won’t take long if we get enough willing hands. 

December Calendars  and copies of the Forward in Christ for December may be 
found on the cabinets in the entryway. If you haven’t picked them up already, 
please do so before you leave. 



Advent Devotions   We Have Seen His Glory is Martin Luther College’s newest 
Advent devotional booklet, a gift to us this Christmas. In these 25 devotions for 
December 1-25, you will explore the ways the “glory of the Lord” and the “angel 
of the Lord” have been used in God’s Word both in the Old and New Testaments.
Pick one up from the cabinet in the entryway.  

Christmas Cards are available in the old coatroom at the back of the church. 
Check them out before Christmas is upon us.

Christmas Concerts   Information on times and dates for a number of area 
Christmas concerts can be found in the December church calendar. 

Sunday School Christmas Practice   We will have our second practice this 
Saturday, December 4th, from 9 – 10:30 a.m. Please make every attempt to have 
your child(ren) here to practice for the Christmas Eve service. Thank you. 


